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Session six 
choosing the correct trigger 

for the job



Legal Notice and Disclaimer
The Toolbox Safety Series (the “Toolbox”) is published by the ISANTA Power Tool Safety Alliance, ISANTA, and the 
other members of the Alliance (collectively, the “Alliance”) for educational and informational purposes only and is 
intended solely to serve as a resource to individuals. The Alliance is not undertaking to render specific professional 
advice. The Alliance does not “approve” or “endorse” any specific products, manufacturers, methods, processes, prac-
tices, or sources of information. The Toolbox should not be referenced in any way that would imply such approval or 
endorsement. 

The information and data contained in the Toolbox have been obtained from sources believed to be reliable. How-
ever, the various codes, regulations, standards, and practices referenced in the Toolbox are subject to change, and the 
Toolbox is current only as of its original publication date.

The Alliance makes no guarantee, representation, or warranty, expressed or implied, at law or in equity, and 
expressly disclaims any and all such guarantees, representations, or warranties whatsoever as to the validity, accu-
racy, or sufficiency of the information set forth in the Toolbox and assumes no responsibility or liability in connection 
therewith. The Alliance assumes no liability or responsibility in connection with the use or misuse of the Toolbox or 
information included therein.

By using the Toolbox, the user acknowledges and accepts the foregoing limitation of liability and disclaimers and 
agrees that the Alliance and its individual members are not responsible for injuries, claims, losses, or damages to the 
user or third parties arising, directly or indirectly, out of the user’s use of the Toolbox and/or the information contained 
therein.
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Safety is Everyone’s Responsibility.

Tool users must
•	choose the correct tool to perform the task
•	read and understand the owner’s manual
•	work in a safe manner
•	maintain tools according to the manufacturer’s

requirements.

Employers must ensure
•	the employee uses the correct tool for the intended work

task
•	the tool is in good working condition
•	the employee has read and understands the manufac-

turer’s instructions and has been properly trained on the
tool’s use

•	the employee uses the appropriate personal protective
equipment (PPE).

Coworkers must 
•	alert others in their surroundings of potential hazards

associated with tool use
•	use appropriate PPE
•	ensure that proper training for tool use has been

conducted.
This Toolbox series provides both owners and users of

nailers and staplers with some basic information on the 
safe use of their tools.

ANSI standard SNT-101, ISO standard 11148 
Part 13, OSHA standards, manufacturer’s 
instructions and recommendations, 
safety and construction practices, and 
recommendations were used to develop this 
Toolbox Safety Series. 

Topics from Previous SessionS
Session 1: Choose the Correct Tool for the Job

Session 2: Read and Understand All Safety, Use, and Maintenance Instructions

Session 3: Warning Labels and Symbols

Session 4: Tool Power Sources

Session 5: Tool Use and Care
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Choosing the Correct Trigger for the Job
From an operational point of view, different tools may have 
different trigger and actuation methods.

As a user of these tools, YOU MUST understand how dif-
ferent trigger systems work. This understanding is one step 
in preventing an unintended discharge of a fastener.

There are two primary types of actuation used in these 
tools:
•	sequential actuation
•	contact actuation.

Consistent with OSHA and NIOSH recommendations,
new users of power fastening tools are strongly encour-
aged to begin with tools equipped with sequential actua-
tion. These users must
•	understand the precise task to be performed
•	understand how to select the proper tool for the task to

be performed
•	understand how the tool performs the required work
•	understand how the trigger system influences the per-

formance of the tool
•	understand the safety requirements associated with the

tool and trigger system
•	have proper training and experience on a tool and trigger

system before using other trigger systems.

Full-sequential actuation
“An actuation mode which allows single driving 
operations via the trigger after the workpiece 
contact has been operated. Further driving 
operations are only possible after the trigger and 
the workpiece contact have been returned to the 
non-driving position.” (ANSI STD SNT-101 Section 
2.3.5).

PROCESS

•	Engage workpiece contact.
•	Pull trigger.
•	Release trigger.
•	Disengage workpiece contact.
•	Repeat to drive another fastener.

Single-sequential actuation
“An actuation mode which allows single driving  
operations via the trigger after the workpiece contact 
has been operated. Further driving operations are 
possible via trigger operation if the workpiece 
contact has remained in the operating 
position.” (ANSI STD SNT-101 Section 2.3.8).

This initial process is the same as that for full-sequential 
actuation. (ANSI STD SNT-101 Section 2.3.5).

Differences between single-sequential and full-sequential 
actuation take place when additional actuation is made. 

PROCESS

•	Engage workpiece contact.
•	Pull trigger.
•	Release trigger.
•	Re-engage workpiece contact.
•	On some small fastening tools, it may be possible to

slide the tool with the workpiece contact fully engaged
to the surface.

•	Pull trigger.
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Contact actuation
“An actuation mode which allows the tool to operate by 
operating the workpiece contact while the trigger is 
continually depressed and held.” (ANSI STD SNT-101 
Section 2.3.2).

PROCESS

•	Engage workpiece contact.
•	Pull trigger.
•	Disengage workpiece contact (without releasing trigger).
•	Move tool and re-engage workpiece contact.

OR
•	Engage workpiece contact.
•	Pull trigger.
•	Release trigger.
•	Slide tool while maintaining workpiece contact.
•	Pull trigger.

There are also two additional trigger options: 
•	selective actuation
•	automatic reversion.

Selective actuation
An actuation system that allows discrete selection of two 
or more of the following actuation systems:
•  single-sequential

actuation
• full-sequential actuation
• contact actuation with

automatic reversion
• continual contact

actuation or contact
actuation

Automatic reversion actuation
“An actuation mode capable of contact actuation or 
continual contact actuation and where the tool 
becomes inoperable if a trigger is depressed without 
operation of the workpiece contact within the 
manufacturer's stated trigger time-out period.” (ANSI 
STD SNT-101 Section 2.3.1).

Keep your finger off the trigger when not inten-
tionally driving a fastener.
With a basic understanding of the triggers and actuation 
methods, the concept of keeping your finger off of the trig-
ger when not intentionally driving a fastener is one of the 
most important safety messages.

An unintentional discharge of a fastener could occur if 
the trigger is engaged.

EXAMPLE
Carl has a roofing nailer in his hand. He carries the tool by 
the handle but leaves his finger on the trigger.

When moving along the roof, he slips. While trying to 
remain upright, the workpiece contact hits a metal pipe. 
The tool immediately discharges a nail, causing a ricochet.

Fortunately for Carl and the other workers in his immedi-
ate area, the ricochet misses everyone.

If Carl had kept his finger off the trigger, the tool would 
not have discharged a nail.
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Quiz
This quiz may have multiple correct answers. Its purpose is to be the first step in a discussion with your supervisor/foreman 
and fellow workers in regard to power-fastening tool safety.  Please discuss these questions as a group with your co-work-
ers and supervisor/foreman.

1. When a tool is configured for full-sequential actuation, what are the two primary operating controls
on the the tool that must be actuated in order for the tool to operate?

2. Selective actuation allows the tool operator (worker) to “switch” operation of the tool between
which modes?

3. Is the tool operator (worker) required to release the trigger during the operation of a single-
sequential actuation?

4. In the example from the previous page, assuming the tool is in good working order, is there a partic-
ular trigger configuration that would not have discharged a nail even with Carl improperly keeping his
finger on the trigger?
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answer key
This quiz may have multiple correct answers. Its purpose is to be the first step in a discussion with your supervisor/foreman 
and fellow workers in regard to power-fastening tool safety.  Please discuss these questions as a group with your co-work-
ers and supervisor/foreman.

1. When a tool is configured for full-sequential actuation, what are the two primary operating controls 
on the the tool that must be actuated in order for the tool to operate?
Answer: Workpiece contact and trigger.

2. Selective actuation allows the tool operator (worker) to “switch” operation of the tool between 
which modes?
Answer: Contact actuation with automatic reversion, continual contact or contact actuation, full-sequential actuation, 
and single-sequential actuation.

3. Is the tool operator (worker) required to release the trigger during the operation of a single-
sequential actuation?
Answer: Yes

4. In the example from the previous page, assuming the tool is in good working order, is there a partic-
ular trigger configuration that would not have discharged a nail even with Carl improperly keeping his 
finger on the trigger?
Answer: Yes, full-sequential activation.
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The following organizations make up the Tool Safety Alliance

Tool Members

KOKI HOLDINGS 
AMERICA LTD.
Metabo HPT Brand

PEACE INDUSTRIES
SPOTNAILS Brand

TECHTRONIC 
INDUSTRIES NA

Milwaukee Tool Brand
Rigid Brand

STANLEY BLACK & 
DECKER

Bostitch Brand
DeWalt Brand

Porter-Cable Brand
Craftsman Brand

BECK AMERICA 
FASCO Brand
Empire Brand

JAACO CORPORATION
NailPro Brand

MAX USA CORP.
MAX Brand

MAKITA USA
Makita Brand

ILLINOIS TOOL 
WORKS

Paslode Brand
Duo-Fast Brand

KYOCERA SENCO 
INDUSTRIAL TOOLS

Senco Brand

MID-CONTINENT 
STEEL & WIRE
Magnum Brand

PRIME SOURCE 
BUILDING PRODUCTS

Grip-Rite Brand

NATIONAL NAIL CORP.
Stinger Brand
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